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prepared to meet the new challenges of a 
new time. 

This week, Washington has been marked 
by pomp and circumstance. In a free nation, 
these ceremonies are more than pageantry. 
They underscore that public office is a public 
trust. America’s elected leaders derive their 
authority from the consent of the American 
people, whom we serve. This is a high privi-
lege, and that privilege carries a serious re-
sponsibility, to confront problems now in-
stead of passing them on to future genera-
tions. 

As long as I hold this office, I promise that 
I will serve all Americans and will work to 
promote the unity of our great Nation. And 
working together, we will secure the bless-
ings of liberty, not only for ourselves but for 
generations of Americans to come. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:30 a.m. on 
January 21 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 22. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 21 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Death of 
Johnny Carson 

January 23, 2005 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of Johnny Carson. Born in Iowa and raised 
in Nebraska, Johnny Carson was a steady and 
reassuring presence in homes across America 
for three decades. His wit and insight made 
Americans laugh and think and had a pro-
found influence on American life and enter-
tainment. He was a patriot who served in the 
United States Navy during World War II and 
always remembered his roots in the heart-
land of America. We send our prayers and 
condolences to the entire Carson family. 

Telephone Remarks to the 
March for Life 
January 24, 2005 

Nellie, thank you. Thanks a lot for inviting 
me to speak. I know it’s chilly there in Wash-
ington, but weather hasn’t stopped thousands 
of participants from marching for life for the 
past 32 years, and it did not this year, either. 
And so I’m honored to be a part of this tre-
mendous witness that is taking place in our 
Nation’s Capital, and it’s good to hear your 
voice again. 

You know, we come from many back-
grounds—different backgrounds, but what 
unites us is our understanding that the es-
sence of civilization is this: The strong have 
a duty to protect the weak. 

I appreciate so very much your work to-
ward building a culture of life, a culture that 
will protect the most innocent among us and 
the voiceless. We are working to promote a 
culture of life, to promote compassion for 
women and their unborn babies. We know 
that in a culture that does not protect the 
most dependent, the handicapped, the elder-
ly, the unloved, or simply inconvenient be-
come increasingly vulnerable. 

The America of our dreams, where every 
child is welcomed in law—in life and pro-
tected in law may still be some ways away, 
but even from the far side of the river, Nellie, 
we can see its glimmerings. We’re making 
progress in Washington. I’ve been working 
with Members of the Congress to pass good, 
solid legislation that protects the vulnerable 
and promotes the culture of life. I’ve signed 
into law a ban on partial-birth abortion. In-
fants who are born despite an attempted 
abortion are now protected by law. So are 
nurses and doctors who refused to be any 
part of an abortion. And prosecutors can now 
charge those who harm or kill a pregnant 
woman with harming or killing her unborn 
child. 

We’re also moving ahead in terms of medi-
cine and research to make sure that the gifts 
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of science are consistent with our highest val-
ues of freedom, equality, family, and human 
dignity. We will not sanction the creation of 
life only to destroy it. 

What I’m saying now is we’re making 
progress, and this progress is a tribute to your 
perseverance and to the prayers of the peo-
ple. I want to thank you especially for the 
civil way that you have engaged one of Amer-
ica’s most contentious issues. I encourage 
you to take heart from our achievements, be-
cause a true culture of life cannot be sus-
tained solely by changing laws. We need, 
most of all, to change hearts. And that is what 
we’re doing, seeking common ground where 
possible and persuading increasing numbers 
of our fellow citizens of the rightness of our 
cause. 

This is the path to the culture of life that 
we seek for our country. And on its coldest 
days and one of our coldest days, I encourage 
you to take warmth and comfort from our 
history, which tells us that a movement that 
appeals to the noblest and most generous in-
stincts of our fellow Americans and that is 
based on a sacred promise enshrined in our 
founding document, that this movement will 
not fail. 

And so on this day of compassion, where 
warm hearts are confronting the cold weath-
er, I ask that God bless you for your dedica-
tion, and may God continue to bless our great 
country. And thank you for letting me share 
this moment with you, Nellie. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m. from 
Camp David, MD, to march participants at the 
Ellipse in Washington, DC. In his remarks, he 
referred to Nellie J. Gray, president, March for 
Life Education and Defense Fund. 

Statement on the Supplemental 
Budget Request 
January 25, 2005 

When we decided to protect America from 
a gathering threat by removing Saddam Hus-
sein from power, I made two fundamental 
pledges: First, our troops will have whatever 
they need to protect themselves and com-
plete their mission; and second, the United 
States will stand with the Iraqi people and 
against the terrorists trying desperately to 

block democracy and the advance of human 
rights. 

This supplemental budget request will ful-
fill these important pledges and again makes 
clear to terrorists that our resolve is firm and 
we will complete our mission. 

Most of these funds will support American 
troops on the ground by continuing to pro-
vide them with the equipment and other sup-
plies they need. The request also provides 
for the continued pursuit of Al Qaida and 
other terrorist elements in Afghanistan and 
elsewhere, while supporting the great 
progress Afghanistan has made toward join-
ing the community of free nations. And re-
sources are included to accelerate efforts to 
train and equip Iraqi and Afghan forces so 
they can assume greater responsibility for 
their own security. 

The supplemental also includes funding 
for other important priorities of American 
foreign policy, such as helping the Palestinian 
people build a democratic state, improving 
the economic and humanitarian situation of 
the Palestinian people, and bridging dif-
ferences between Israelis and Palestinians. 

I am grateful that Congress, in a strong 
bipartisan fashion, has consistently voted to 
support our troops, and I urge it to do so 
again. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment. 

Proclamation 7865—60th 
Anniversary of the Liberation of the 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp, 
2005 
January 25, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
At the Auschwitz concentration camp, evil 

found willing servants and innocent victims. 
For almost 5 years, Auschwitz was a factory 
for murder where more than a million lives 
were taken. It is a sobering reminder of the 
power of evil and the need for people to op-
pose evil wherever it exists. It is a reminder 
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